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In a notice on p. 48 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. 10 of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 46-7. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt, with in 
the Trade Report recently issued by the Foreign Office 
will be found on p. 44. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 


CANADA. 


The following trade enquiries have been received at the Canadian 
—o Section of the Imperial Institute, from the 

Jati 4 to Trad Curator of which Section further particulars 
selating may be obtained :— 

Home Enquiries—A manufacturer of various kinds of deed and 
cash boxes is prepared to appoint a responsible Canadian resident 
agent to introduce these goods. 

A firm claiming a good connection with the trade in all parts of 
the United Kingdom wish to secure a first-class Canadian agency 
in white mouldings for pictures, hardwood mouldings, mouldings 
for mantels, &c. 

A manufacturer of vulcanite pens and other goods seeks a 
capable Canadian resident agent. 

Canadian Enquiry.—-A Canadian company about to undertake the 
production on a large scale of dowels, skewers, window shade 
rollers, and other descriptions of wood-working goods are sending a 
representative over who would be pleased to hear from importers 
of this class of goods. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


Foreign Enquiry.—A firm in Hamburg wish to be supplied with 
the names of Canadian exporters of pigs’ heads in pickle, feet in 
salt, and various kinds of bacon. 

Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Curator of the Canadian Section 
of the Imperial Institute, S.W. 


RUSSIA—FINLAND. 
According to the “ Novoe Vremya” the Finland Senate has decided 
Rail to commence this year the construction of two 
Matedinks great railways, one between Uleaborg and 
Torneo, and the other between Helsingfors and 
Kasis, The estimated cost of these two lines to the Finland 
Treasury is put at 8,540,000 Finnish marks (about 341,600/.). 


BELGIUM. 
It is announced in the official “ Moniteur Belge ” of 24th/25th ult. 

i that tenders will be opened at 11 a.m. on the 

Raley 30th inst. in the offices of the “ Societé 

Nationale des Chemins de fer vicinaux” for 

” the construction of the section from Marloie to 

Marche (including a building for use as a warehouse, &c.), on the 

line from Marche to Bastogne and Martelange. The upset price 

of the work is 112,830 francs (about 4,513/.), and a preliminary 
deposit of 11,000 francs (4401.) is required. 

Tenders must be addressed to the Director-General of the 
Company by registered letter, and will be received up to the 29th 
inst. Plans, conditions of contract, estimate, &c., may be seen at 
the offices of the Company, and at the offices of M. Rigot, Provincial 
Engineer, Rue de Luxembourg No. 80, Arlon. The conditions of 
contract may be obtained on payment of 1 franc. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 
According to the “ Levant Herald of 18th ult., an imperial iradé 
" authorises the Turkish Government to purchase 
the Kaiffa-Damascus Railway, the concession 
iil for which was originally granted to Mr. J. R. 
Pilling, who has transferred his rights to an English company. 
The concession is for a line of 253 kilometres (157 miles), of which 
only seven have been built. The iradé fixes the price for the re- 
purchase at £7'.155,000, payable in monthly instalments in two 
years by drafts on the aghnams or sheep-tax. The Government 
intends to make this line a branch of the Hedjaz Railway, and to 
build a harbour at Kaiffa enabling vessels of heavy draught to 
come alongside the quays. Ifthis intention be carried out, the 
Hedjaz Railway will have two termini on the sea, one at Beirut and 
the other at Kaiffa. 
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Openings for British Trade. 


NICARAGUA. 
The ‘‘ Journal des Transports” of 15th ult. states that the Govern- 
Railway ment of the Republic of Nicaragua have recently 


» decided on the construction of a railway, which, 

a starting from Momotombo on Lake Managua, 

(will through Matagalpa and at 

a point on the River Rio Grande, to which Atlantic vessels are able 
to ascend. 

A contract has been entered into between the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment and Mr. Emery for the construction of a railway (either steam 
or electric) to connect Matagalpa with the Rio Grande. The 
concessionaire, or the Company to which he has conceded his right, 
will establish at the same time a line of river steamers to run in 
connection with the railway, and also a line of steamships to run 
between the mouth of the Rio Grande and the United States. 


REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 
Trade with the Republic of Colombia is temporarily rendered 
re difficult or impossible in many articles, owin. 
to the war consequent of 
“. hoa ac currency, but the following notes from a 

" "recently issued report by the British Vice- 
Consul at Bogota may be of interest :— 

“Sewing silks are exclusively a French article, the trade being 
well looked after by the French travellers. French sewing silks 
are sold on cards that can be used on a sewing machine, and as the 
wooden bobbin pays the same duty as the silk, the card is a great 
saving in weight. The cards are double, and the silk wound round 
them. The two cards can be placed on an empty bobbin, and the 
bobbin placed on the sewing machine in the usual way. There 
are several other cards which can be used on a sewing machine to 
avoid the weight of the bobbin, but I have never seen this arrange- 
ment of silk from England. If British spinners of silk know that 
they have classes of silk cheaper than the French, and prepare 
samples in the way mentioned, they could supply them to the 
houses which send out travellers, and a trade might thus be 
opened. Iam told that most of the silk spinners in the United 
Kingdom are in touch with the commission houses sending travel- 
lers to Colombia. There is another arrangement, viz., winding the 
silk round cardboard tubes, the tubes serving as a bobbin. The 
piece should always be quoted in metres, usually 50 metres.” 

“Though the demand for hats has fallen off (again due to the 
depreciated currency), there is, nevertheless, a sale for British hats, 
principally sort and hard felt, silk and straw hats. There should be a 
much larger trade if travellers would carry samples, but they gener- 
ally only carry illustrated catalogues. On the coast there is a good 
sale of straw hats, but I have never heard of a British traveller carry- 
ing samples of hats. It is the same with many British articles.” 
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Openings for British Trade. 


“Tt is desirable that travellers should take more interest in 
many articles which, though not of such importance as Lancashire 
piece-goods, hold, nevertheless, an important place among the 
minor imports of the country, viz., umbrellas, pins, needles, and 
various classes of silk handkerchiefs. Silk handkerchiefs are 
regarded by most of the travellers with whom I have spoken as a 
French article, whilst one traveller tells me he has certain classes 
of which he can always dispose. I have only seen one British 
traveller with samples of umbrellas; he sold a fair quantity, the 
‘order always being repeated. The same traveller had British 
neckties, with which he did a fair trade. This is the only 
instance that has come under my notice of a British traveller 
carrying samples of umbrellas and neckties. More attention 
should be given to Sheffield knives and machets. They have a 
good reputation both for price and quality. A good trade could 
also be done in such minor articles as various classes of buttons, 
leather for saddlery, Dundee jute carpets and Halifax carpets, 
coffee bags, &c. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,747.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS. 
SPAIN. 

Referring to the announcement on p. 393 of the “ Board of Trade 
Exhibition of Journal” of 28th November last regarding the 
: International Exhibition of Poultry, Pigeons, 
a eens, &c., to be opened at Madrid on the 1st May 
w F next, it is to be noted that the “Gaceta de 
Madrid” of 23rd ult. contains a Royal Order dealing with the 
arrangements made for the entry of exhibits free of Customs duty. 
Duty will, however, be charged on the withdrawal from the 

exhibition of any exhibits which remain in Spain. 


“ COMMERCIAL ATTACHES AND COMMERCIAL AGENTS. 
The following is a list of Commercial Attachés and Commercial 
Agents abroad, appointed by H. M. Government :— 
CoMMERCIAL ATTACHES— 


Henry Austin Lee, C.B. British Embassy, Paris (a). 

William Shaw Harriss-Gastrell -. Berlin (6). 

Herbert William Broadley Harrison _,, Madrid (c). 

Ernest Weakley nd Constantinople (d). 


Andrew Percy Bennett " Vienna (e). 

James William Jamieson c/o British Consulate General, Shanghai (/). 
CoMMERCIAL AGENTS-— 

Henry Arthur Cooke ... 7, Malaia Dmitrovka, Moscow. 


John C. Milligan ... Care of British Consulate-General, Zurich. 
E. Seymour Bell ... 196, La Salle Street, Chicago. 
F. W. Melville ... Care of British Legation, Guatemala. 


(a) For France and Belgium. (+) For Germany, Denmark, Holland, Sweden and 
Norway. (c) For Spain and Portugal. (d) For European and Asiatic Turkey 
and Bulgaria. (¢) For Austria-Hungary, Italy and Greece. (7) For China. 
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OFFICERS DESIGNATED IN THE COLONIES TO 
ANSWER COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES. 


Referring to the notices in the “Board of Trade Journal” on 
p. 465 of the issue for August 29th last, and on p. 55 of the issue 
for October 10th last, the following is a complete list of officers 
designated up to the present in the Colonies to undertake the 
duties of receiving and answering commercial enquiries which may 
be addressed to them, either by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, or by merchants and British traders 
who may seek advice :—~ 


Agents in the Colonies. 


Bahamas ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
Barbados... ..- The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown. 
Bermuda ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 
British Guiana ... The Controller of Customs, Georgetown. 
British Honduras.. The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 
Falkland Islands... The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 


Fiji we ... The Assistant Colonial Secretary, Suva. 
Gambia ... ... The Collector of Customs, Bathurst. 
Gibraltar ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar. 

Gold Coast ... The Colonial Secretary, Accra. 
Grenada ... .... The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
Hong-Kong ... The Harbour Master, Hong-Kong. 
Jamaica... Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
Lagos ... ... The Colonial Secretary, Lagos. 
Leeward Islands... The Treasurer, Antigua, 

Mauritius... |... The Coliector of Customs, Port Louis. 
Natal... ... The Collector of Customs, Durban. 

St. Lucia... ... The Administrator, St. Lucia. 

St. Vincent .... The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
Seychelles ... The Administrator, Seychelles. 


Sierra Leone ... The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 
Southern Nigeria... The Secretary to the Government. 
Straits Settlements The Registrar of Imports and Exports, 


Singapore. 
Trinidad ... ... The Collector of Customs, Trinidad. 
Victoria ... ... The Secretary to the Premier of Victoria, 
Melbourne. 
It is su that, in all cases, commercial enquiries should go 
through the Commercial Intelligence Branch ‘of the Board. of 


Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., as the information 
required may sometimes be already available at that Branch. 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (January, 1902). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 584-5 of last week’s issue 
of the “ Journal,” the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” 
of the 4th ult. publishes statistics showing the value of the trade 
of Cape Colony for the month ended 31st January, 1902, as 
compared with the period of 1901. The following 
tables show the total value of the imports and exports, including 
transit trade in both cases, of the principal and other articles into 
and from the Colony during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 
Month ended Month ended 
Principal and other Articles. 31st January, 31st January, 
1901. 1902. 

Metals and metal manufactures (includes £ £ 

iron, lead, machinery and hardware) oa 156,000 290,000 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, 

chicory, coffee, confectionery and cocoa, 

meats, rice, sugar, and tea) ... pee vss) 188,000 284,000 
Cotton manufactures... 95,000 168,000 
Haberdashery and millinery ... 96,000 168,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (n. od.) ... 80,000 155,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes 

boots and shoes, and saddlery and harness) 90,000 148,000 
Wood, and manufactures of (includes serge re . 

and cabinetware) Soe 88,000 117,000 
Wearing apparel Cnotudice hats) “pe 81,000 115,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes wine, beer, and 

spirits) 52,000 86,000 
Corn, &c. (flowr, maize, oats, wheat) .. oi 119,000 74,000 
Stationery (includes books) ... 39,000 66,000 
Tobacco of all sorts... 24,000 66,000 
Coal, coke and patent wi 38,000 52,000 
Woollen manufactures . Sie 23,000 49,000 
Drugsand chemicals... 20,000 31,000 
Carriages and other vehicles. 14,000 31,000 
Soap and candles... 15,000 24,000 
Oil, mineral 8,000 15,090 
Jewellery and plated ware 9,000 14,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen .. aie eo pear 12,000 13,000 
Agricultural implements 11,000 11,000 
Earthenware and crockery... 7,000 11,000 
Linen manufactures... bie 6,900 9,000 
Paints and colours obs ms 6,000 8,000 
Bags, allsorts .. 11,000 7,000 
Dynamite and blasting compounds es wey 10,000 7,000 
All other articles of merchandise ey box 367,000 272,000 

Total merchandise 1,670,000 2,300,000 
Articles og sgh for the Colonial Government 132,000 245,000 
Grand total, imports ... £ 1,802,000 2,545,000 


* Less than 1,000/. 
Note.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for the 
army are partly contracted for on the spot. 
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Trade of Oape Colony (January, 1902). 


Month ended Month ended 
Principal and other Articles. 3lst January, | 31st January, 
‘1901. 1902. 
Diamonds ... owe ou 270,000 325,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) ... 115,000 183,000 
Hair, Angora... obi 23,000 77,000 
Ostrich feathers ... one 37,000 70,000 
Gold (raw) ee 69,000 
All other articles of merchandise oe ot 18,000 20,000 
Total merchandise ... £ 530,000 784,000 
Imported goods, re-exported ... 47,000 
Grand total, exports £ 627,000 814,000 


THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH. 


A meeting of the Board of Trade Advisory Committee on 
Commercial Intelligence, was held on the 26th ult. at the offices of 
the Board in Whitehall Gardens, 8.W. The chair was taken by 
Sir Alfred Bateman, K.C.M.G., and the other members of the 
Committee present were Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, 
G.C.M.G., Mr. H. Llewellyn Smith, (Deputy Controller of the 
Commercial, Labour and Statistical Departments of the Board of 
Trade), Mr. F. Brittain (ex-President of the Sheffield Chamber of 
Commerce), Mr. T. Craig-Brown (of the South of Scotland Chamber 
of Commerce), Professor Wyndham Dunstan, F.R.S., Mr. C. A. 
Harris, C.M.G.,'Mr. 'T. W. Holderness, C.S.1., and Mr. W. H. 
Holland, M.P., with Mr. G. J. Stanley of the Commercial Depart- 
ment of the Board of Trade, the Secretary of the Committee. Mr. 
T. Worthington, the Principal of the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, was also in attendance, 


{ 
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BRITISH TRADE ABROAD. 


Portugal.—A report on the trade of Portugal for the year 1900 
(Annual Series, 2,746) by Mr. Harrison, Commercial Attaché to 
H.M. Legation at Lisbon, states that the commercial traveller 
question, although discussed on all sides, still remains unsolved 
and must be so while the knowledge of foreign languages is such 
a rare accomplishment in the United Kingdom. 

In spite of the value of good grounding in foreign languages at 
school, the only real way of attaining fluency and practical know- 
ledge of a language is by living in the country. During the first 
years of a young man’s service in an office, it would be desirable 
whenever possible to send him to work in some office in the country 
with which the firm chiefly deals. 

Although British commercial travellers are scarce it does not 
mean that British firms are not represented abroad. Large 
numbers of foreign commercial travellers make a regular pro- 
fession of representing firms of any nationality which require their 
assistance. Many of these foreigners have become so cosmopolitan 
by long residence abroad that it is improbable that any feelings 
of nationality interfere with their business. Their knowledge of 
numerous languages and the customs of many countries makes 
them of great assistance, and great many are now doing excellent 
service for British firms. As the necessary supply of competent 
Englishmen to represent British firms cannot be obtained, it is 
fortunate that British merchants are able to obtain the services of 
so many accomplished foreign commercial travellers, whose efforts 
on their behalf deserve full recognition. 

The best commercial travellers are the members of the firms 
themselves, who are able to accommodate their business to the 

uirements of the trade without lengthy correspondence with 
principals, and who find it easier to gain the confidence of the 
firm they wish to trade with. A great deal can be done by 
members of firms and their chief clerks who do not mind com- 
bining business with pleasure when spending their holidays 
abroad. Many cases are now seen of this being done with great 
success. 

The excellent illustrated catalogues, published by so many 
British firms, should be sent direct to the foreign firms and not 
only to Legations, Consulates, and public reading rooms. It is 
not expensive to have the letterpress translated into the language 
of the country, and this should always be done, as it is natural 
that few foreign tradesmen understand English. ‘The fluctuations 
in exchange make it difficult to print catalogues with quotations 
of prices in Portuguese currency, but weights and measures 
should always be in both the British and native systems. 


. 
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British Trade Abroad. 


Colombia.—In his report on the condition and trade of the 
Republic of Colombia (except Panama) in 1901 (Annual Series, 
2,747), the British Vice-Consul at Bogota says that a general 
survey of the trade with that Republic during the past few years 
shows it to have been a very sound one for those British houses 
who have exercised care in the choice of their agents, Some 
houses, however, sending out representatives with the object of 
opening a trade have not been wise in their dealings. In order to 
show a result, credits have been opened with merchants of little 
responsibility who have been offered great facilities, and the results 
have, in many cases, been disastrous. 

Special facilities must certainly be granted to merchants 
established in towns in the interior, for in such cases it requires a 
long time for goods to reach their destination, and this is done by 
those British firms thoroughly acquainted with the trade. This, 
however, is just the case where special caution must be exercised 
by new houses wishing to open business with this country. There 
are in every town in Colombia good reliable merchants. They 
have their connections well established, principally in Manchester, 
and those connections they do not easily change. New houses 
send a traveller who finds it difficult to induce these old-established 
firms to enter into business with him, so that he is prone to open 
accounts with little known firms, with the result that he eventually 
finds himself obliged to return to collect his accounts. 

The Vice-Consul goes on to say that the prevailing opinion, as 
far as he can gather, seems to be that for Colombian as well as for 
British houses it would be better if no credit were given. In all 
towns there are merchants who would and can pay cash. The 
trade would then be in the hands of fewer people, but there are 
enough of such to do business on these conditions. The matter, 
however, lies not so much with Colombian houses as with British 
capitalists. 
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TRADE AND COMMERCE IN ABYSSINIA. 


The following review of the cemmercial and industrial posi- 
tion in Abyssinia is from a report by the United States Consul- 
General at Marseilles :— 

Interest in France in the opening of Abyssinia to modern civili- 
sation has been increased of late by pending legislation in the French 
Chamber, the purpose of which is to guarantee the shares in 
the partially completed railroad from Djiboutil, the French 
port in Africa, opposite Aden, to Addis-Ababa, the capital of 
the Abyssinian Empire. It was feared that without this 
support, the control of the line would pass into British hands 
and result in the construction of a spur from the main line /o 
the British port of Zeila, in Somali, and the possible diversion 
of the expected traffic from the French to the British port. 

French trade with Abyssinia is dominated to a very large extent 
by a Marseilles firm, Messrs. Livierato Fréres, who are said to buy 
directly in the American market. According to the United States 
Consul they formerly bought in Manchester, but in recent years 
have found American wares cheaper and stronger. Mr. Hugues Le 
Roux, a French writer and traveller—who has recently returned 
from Abyssinia, where he was commissioned by the French 
Government to study the railroad and other economic questions— 
asserts that American cottons have secured such a hold upon the 
Empire as to actually constitute a monetary standard. In his 
address to the Marseilles Chamber of Commerce, he said :— 

“It may be asserted that the ‘ Aboudjedide’ of the United 
States, which carries the mark of the camel, and is made up 
into the togas, shirts, trousers, and tents of the people, serves 
in that country as a monetary standard. A piece of this 
material, 30 yards long, the average price of which is 
4 thalers—generally sold to retail dealers in lots of 20 pieces— 
is a token by which Abyssinian coffee is purchased in the 
regions of production. The change in the price of American 
cottons has obliged Messrs. Livierato to increase in Abyssinia, 
as elsewhere, the price of a bale of this material serving as 
money. Immediately, the price of coffee rose at the five centres 
of production, but when the native farmers reached Harrar, 
expecting to sell their coffees at the higher price imposed by 
the increased value of American cottons, they found themselves 
face to face with the falling prices which beset all the coffee 
markets in the world. Thus the equilibrium has been broken. 
In this way, the American cottons have enjoyed their day of 
commercial utility, and now weigh heavily upon the business 
market. The substitution of the railway for the transport 
by camel will terminate these old-time errors. The hour 
is near when the active circulation of silver money will open 
the Empire of the Negus to real commerce and to the chances 
of a competition that will be more equitable in its practices.” 
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Trade and Commerce in Abyssinia. 


It is stated that at present shipments are made principally from 
New York directly to Aden, thence to Zeila or Djiboutil, for 
transportation into the interior. Freight rates are very uncertain, 
and average from eight to nine Maria Theresa thalers per camel. 
The railway from Djiboutil is now in operation to a distance of 207 
kilometres (129 miles) from the coast, and it requires perhaps 
four days to journey from Djiboutil to Harrar, the market 
town of Abyssinia, and thence to Addis-Ababa, about 15 
days more. 

The concession for this railway was granted on the 9th 
March, 1894, for a period of 99 years. It is exclusive 
in its terms, and was granted originally to Messrs. Ilg & 
Chéfneux. The concession also conveys to the company one 
kilometre (0°62137 mile) of land on both sides of the track 
throughout its length, and the right to a tax of 10 per cent. upon 
all merchandise imported into the country and shipped over the 
lines. The company may use or neglect this latter privilege, 
according to its wishes and needs. The only control of the rates 
to be charged. is that they shall not exceed the actual tariff for 
transportation by camel. 

Abyssinian coffee, which much resembles that of Arabia, is 
exported principally to England, and the crop amounts, perhaps, to 
50,000 bags annually. Connoisseurs regard it as equal of Mocha. 

Harrar, the commercial emporium of the Empire, requires 
large quantities of glass pearls, and the merchant of miscellaneous 
fancy articles is the most important retailer of the city. Next 
in rank comes the cloth merchant. The women wear a costume 
of red and blue cloth, the material being imported from British 
India, although Germany is now endeavouring to secure this 
trade. The muslin scarfs which envelop the head, and are 
tied at the waist, are supplied from Manchester; and the satin 
bands worn by the Mussulman women round the bottoms of 
the trousers are supplied by France, Switzerland, China, and 
Japan. Printed cotton handkerchiefs used as a headdress come 
from England, as do also the white figured cottons of which 
the well-to-do make their shirts. The small shopkeepers are 
said by Mr. Hugues Le Roux to be supported by Jewish or 
Arabian bankers at Aden, and the commerce of the country 
is practically moropolised by the Marseilles firm referred to above 
and two Indian houses—Mohamed Ali and Tab-ali-ak-Barali, 
of Bombay. 

Europeans are also interested in the reports of rich placer 
gold mines, and the following extracts from M. Le Roux’s report 
with respect to gold discoveries may not be without interest :— 

“The Dedjaz-Ghebregzyer said to me: ‘Seek some brook in 
this region, and you find there many men who appear to be 
fishing, but in reality it is nuggets of gold that they search.’ 
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I therefore asked to be taken to the nearest river, which hap- 
ned to be the torrential stream of Karsa. At the first ford, 
found myself confronted by a native who was so occupied 

with his researches that I was able to take a photograph of 

him at his task. The proceeding is very simple: ‘lhe gold 
seeker enters the water with a sort of wooden basin. He 
stoops, buries his basin in the sand of the river, and then 
turns it at an angle, so that the water and sand seek the hol- 
lowed portion of the basin, which is steadily turned in such 
manner that the sand and earth are washed away and the 
heavier particles of gold rest in the lowest point of the basin, 
from which they are subsequently removed. The gold seeker 
mounts slowly toward the head of the stream, plunging his 
basin into the earth every three or four steps, always repeating 
the operation. A more scientific sella of proceeding has 
been adopted by a Frenchman, Monsieur Camboul, who, in 
the remote portions of Abyssinia where the placer streams are 
found, has erected a laboratory and carefully collected samples 
from all the different rocks in the vicinity. Thus far, how- 
ever, nothing has been done as to developing this territory, 
except in the primitive manner heretofore described.” ha 

Mr. Le Roux himself satisfied his curiosity, digging in the 
shadow of one of the rocks brought to light by Mr. Camboul, 
and he describes a fragment of rock broken off by himself, 
which had the aspect of a piece of rusty iron. In fine parallel 
lines the points of gold were clearly visible. In another frag- 
ment of what is called “the rich yellow rock,” the points of 
gold had the size of the head of a pin, and were pressed to- 
gether very closely. The rock itself had much the colour of 
ivory. 

The market for the gold-producing region of Abyssinia is 

at Nedjo. Gold washers bring the metal in dust and nuggets 

from all corners of the country, pressed into large quills closed 
with a morsel of wood. The holders are so transparent that 

the precious powder is as easily visible as though it were in a 

tube of glass. The washer sells the product to a broker, who 

works it into circles of pure gold of about the thickness of 


a heavy finger ring. These circles are not closed, so that the 
buyer may twist them before weighing, thus assuring himself, 
upon finding them malleable, that no copper has been mixed 
with the pure metal. These brokers sit bent over, in long files, 
with their small scales in their hands. Market rates vary from 
day to day. On 13th April, 1901, 31 thalers silver were ex- 
changeable for one thaler gold. This was the rate of exchange 
at which Mr. Le Roux’s servants were able to transact business. 
But when he himself undertook to convert silver into gold, 
under the pretext that he was a foreigner and desired to weigh 


with his own scales, he was required to pay 33 thalers in 
place of 31. 
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THE SHOE TRADE OF ECUADOR. 


The following report on the shoe trade of Ecuador is by the 
United States Consul at Guayaquil :— 

A limited demand exists among the better class for American 
shoes. The natives, however, wear either no shoes or those made 
from native leather. The French style of shoe—that is, narrow 
sole, pointed toe, ‘broad projecting uppers, and high instep—is the 
shape preferred. Shoes for women are imported chiefly from 
France. The following table gives the approximate values of 
imports of leather, &c., into Ecuador for the year 1900 :— 


Country. Shoe Leather. Shoes. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom ... 3,850 14,850 
Germany... ead 32,000 4,900 850 
France 22,300 10,700 350 
Spain ra 3,500 
United 2,200 9,850 500 
Dols. 61,350 46,300 1,700 
Total... £| 12,780 9,646 354 


The Consul states that there is no market for shoe machinery, 
as there are no factories using machinery in Ecuador, and only a 
limited one for general supplies, and probably not over 20 per cent. 
of the people are able to buy shoes. 

In Quito, where labour is cheap, the current retail prices are as 
follows :— 

Men’s shoes, native leather (ordinary) ... eee 108, to 12s. 
Women’s shoes, native leather (ordinary) ... 4s. to 10s. 

Shoes of better grade cost several sucres (sucre = 2s.) more. On 

the coast, where labour is dearer, the prices are :— 


Men’s shoes, native leather (ordinary) ... --» 14s. to 16s. 
Women’s shoes, native leather (ordinary) ... 58. to 10s. 
Men’s shoes, imported leather (ordinary) ... 20s. to 24s. 


Duties are levied on weight and not ad valorem, being 2s, per 
kilog. (2°2 lbs.) gross weight ; other charges and expenses from 
ship to store increase the total to 2s. 6d. per kilog. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


SOMALILAND PROTECTORATE. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 
Cust copy of the Customs Regulations, dated 
aca 27th February, 1902 (No. 2 of 1902), made, 
Reguls: with the approval of the Secretary of State, by 

the Acting British Consul-General at Berbera, under Article 32 of 
the “ Somaliland Order in Council, 1899.” 
The Tariffs, as published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” on 
17th January, 1901, for Zeyla, and on 16th May, 1901, for Berbera 

and Bulhar, are amended as follows :— 


ZEYLA. 

The import duty on “alcoholic liquors (except for Harrar)” is 
as provided by Articles 1 and 2 of the “ Alcoholic Liquors Regu- 
lations, 1901.” 

BERBERA AND BULHAR. 

The export duties on mules and donkeys have been assimilated 

to those in force at the port of Zeyla, and are now as follows :— 


Mules... ... 8 rs. per head. 
Donkeys ... ya 


The present Regulations, totes alia, provide that— 

1. At the ba of Berbera no goods (other than Government 
stores and and baggage of " ficials and live stock, which 
may be tandod at the Shaab pier in the presence of a Customs 
officer) may be landed at or shipped from any other place than the 
Customs pier. 

2. At the Ports of Zeyla and Bulhar all goods must be landed or 
shipped at the Customs pier and landing-stage opposite the 
Customs-house respectively. 

3. No Customs duties shall be levied on goods exported from 
one Customs port of the Protectorate to another, except that 
- exported from Zeyla to another Customs port of the 

otectorate shall pay an import duty equivalent to the difference 
between the import duty at Zeyla and that at the port of destina- 
tion. 

4. All firearms, ammunition, and explosives shall be deposited 
in the custody of the chief Customs offiver, and shall be subject to 
special Regulations made from time to time. 
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NATAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the Natal “‘ Govern- 

tis ment Gazette” for 25th February last, contain- 

ee Act ing Notices (Nos. 128, 130, and 131 of 1902), 

1901 ” relating to regulations made by the Governor- 

‘ in-Council, under the’ provisions of the Excise 
Act of 1901, as follows :— 

1. Regulations as to methylated spirits made in, imported into, 
and stored in the Colony. 

Under these regulations it is provided, inter alia, that :— 

“ Imported methylated spirits mixed with any ingredient or 
“substance of any description or kind, whatsoever, on being 
“landed, must be placed in a warehouse approved by the Con- 
“troller of Excise, and shall not be removed therefrom until after 
“‘a sample of such spirits taken from each package or vessel as 
‘‘ imported shall have been examined and certified by the Govern- 
“ment chemist or other person authorised by the Minister, to 
“‘ contain not less than 80 per cent. of crude methylic alcohol.” 

2. Regulations as to the sale of methylated spirits by retail. 

3. Regulations for payment of drawback of duty on rectified 
spirits, colonial compounds or liqueurs. 

The above regulations came into force on 25th February, 1902, 
and copies may be seen by persons interested on application to the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, 
Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


TRINIDAD AND ‘TOBAGO. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 34 
} ition of of 1901) providing for the imposition of duties, 
ay oe 4 in aid of immigration, upon the followin 
articles raised or manufactured in the Islan 
ee on of Trinidad and shipped for places beyond the 
Purposes during jimits of the Colony during 1902 :— 


1902 : Export Duties. 
a 
Sugar... one Per 1,000 lbs. 2 8 
Molasses ... 100 galls. 2 0 
Cocoanuts 000 0 74 
» 1,000lbs. 1 11 


and on lesser quantities in each case in proportion. | 


. 
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NEW ZEALAND. 


The following Decisions under order of the Commissioner of Trade 
and Customs (Order No. 684 of 5th February, 
Decisions. 1902), having reference to the Customs Tariff 

of New Zealand, have been received :— 


Articles, and how classed. Rate of Duty. 
-lifter, Perkins’s patent— 
me As hardware 20 °/, ad val. 
Carbonate of ——, commercial, in bulk— 
Garden shears— . 
Horse-clippers, hand— 
Hearse-rails and nickel crosses for same— 
As carriage mountings ... Free. 
Labels, metal, bearing New Zealand manufacturers’ name, for 
perambulators— 
As articles and materials suited only for, and to be used 
solely in, the fabrication of goods in the colony ... Free. 
Lamps, “ Autolite” for acetylene 
Aslamps ... as 20°, ad val. 
Limejuice, Dyason’s Champion— 
As ists’ sundries, not otherwise enumerated ... a i 
Milk strainers— 
As tinware, not otherwise enumerated... ” 
Nickel crosses for hearse rails— 
‘ As carriage mountings ... Free. 
Portrait of New Zealand residents executed from aed 
sent to England— 
As machinery for mining purposes... che Free. 
Seat-rail collar— 
As carriage mountings ... Free. 
Turbine for chaff-cutting, when imported by or for farmers, if 
supported by declaration— 
_ As machinery for agricultural purposes one ove ee Free. 
RUSSIA. 


A recent publication of the International Tariffs Bureau contains 

Sacto statements to the effect that the following 

Detistens. Decisions affecting the application of the Russian 
Tariff have been officially notified :— 

Vine cuttings are to be admitted free of duty. 

Books printed abroad in the Polish language are to be dutiable at 
the rate of 4 rbls. 50 cop. per poud (1l. 9s. 7d. per cwt.), on the 
same footing as those printed in Russian, under para. 4 of No. 178 
of the Tariff 

Miniature pistols capable of being fired are prohibited from being 
imported. 


| 
a 


Apr. 8, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 17 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


The following are to be classified under para. 6 of No. 171 of 
the Tariff, as “ clock and watch fittings not put together ”—separate 
parts of movements and the pieces intended to unite such parts, 
and solely imported for the purpose of fitting together or adjusting 
the movements; plates, with pinions, pillars, and other pieces, 
riveted or soldered; cocks; winding-spring boxes; regulators; 
compensators ; compound cogwheels; and other similar parts of 
watch and clock movements. Under para. 1 of the same Tariff 
Section are to be classified all fittings put together, even if certain 
parts are missing. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


The following is a list of some Decisions affecting the application 
—— of the Customs Tariff and Customs Regulations 
Pana of the United States, which have recently 

‘ been issued by the Treasury Department at 

Washington for the guidance of United States Customs officers 

and others :— 

Forfeiture of spirits—Casks containing less than 100 gallons of 
brandy or other spirituous or distilled liquors imported from 
Canada are forfeited to the United States under the second proviso 
to paragraph 290 of the Tariff, without regard to the origin of the 
spirits. The proviso in question prescribes forfeiture of spirituous 
or distilled liquors imported in any sized cask, bottle, jug, &., 
from any country under whose laws similar sized casks, bottles, 
jugs, &c., put up or filled in the United States are denied entry. 

Solder is dutiable as a manufacture of metal, under paragraph 
193 of the Tariff, at the rate of 45 per cent. ad valorem. 

Cotton trimmings.—Strips of cotton cloth, about 2$ inches in 
width, without hem or selvedge, and having an ornamental design 
in red running lengthwise in the fabric in three parallel lines 
printed thereupon, and used as ornamental attachments to night 
we pe are dutiable as trimmings, under paragraph 339 of the 

ariff, at the rate of 60 per cent. ad valorem. 

Samples.—When articles subject to either a specific or an 
ad valorem duty are entered on pro formé invoices as ‘‘ samples of 
no commercial value,” and are returned by appraising officers as 
such, and Collectors or other chief officers of the Customs shall be 
satisfied, upon production of importers’ private invoices or other 
evidence, that such so-called samples have a dutiable value, 
reappraisement shall be ordered. : 

Publications of scientific or literary associations, issued for circula- 
tion among their subscribers, are free of duty, whether imported 
singly or in accumulated numbers. 
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Metal thread.—Thread composed of three metal threads twisted 
together, each of the three threads being composed of a cotton 
thread. wound round with a strand of metal, the whole forming a 
‘single thread used with a needle for embroidering, and commercially . 
known as metal thread, is dutiable as ‘“‘ metal thread ” (and not as 
a “manufacture of metal thread”), under paragraph 179 of the 
‘Tariff, at the rate of five cents per lb. and 35 per cent. ad valorem. 
- Earthenware vessels of a capacity of more than eight gallons, 
about 21 inches high and 18 inches at the largest diameter, 
weighing about 33 lbs. when empty, are held to be “jars” and not 
“jugs,” and do not therefore come within the purview of the second 
proviso to paragraph 296 of the Tariff, which prescribes regulations 
with regard to the package of spirits contained “in bottles or jugs.” 

Furs.—The dutiable value of raw sealskin furs purchased in 
England in 1899 and shipped to the United States in 1901 is the 
market value of the articles at the time of exportation, and does 
not include interest on the price paid at the time of purchase in 
1899. 

When raw furs are subjected to a process of manufacture after 
purchase and before importation, the dutiable value must include 
the necessary cost of such manufacture, together with a profit not 
exceeding 50 per cent. of the total cost of production. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of a circular issued 
ve — by the United States Treasury Department on 
— “< the 18th February last, containing the regula- 
oe hee — tions in force governing the importation and 
Sngentation inspection of tea under the Act of 1897, 
— entitled “An Act to prevent the importation of 
impure and unwholesome tea.” 

The tea standards which have been selected by the Board of 
Tea Experts for testing teas imported into the United States 
during the present year are the same as those selected for the year 
1901. [See the “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 2nd May, 1901, 
p. 255. 

The iis text of the Act and regulations may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


COSTA RICA. 


‘Phe Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, a 

. translation of a Decree imposing a new scale of 
Import Duties on Guties on boots and shoes imported into Costa 
Rica, which came into effect on the 17th 


Boots and Shoes. 


i 
} 
_&§ 
| 
‘ 


Apr. 3, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 19: 


Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 


September last. The following is the list of the duties now 
leviable :-— 
Duty per kilog. 
(gross weight}. 
Colons* cts, 


Boots and shoes of leather, double-soled, fastened 

with iron nails or wooden pegs . 1 00° 
Boots and shoes of calf-skin, single or double-soled 

whether sewn or not 2 00 
Boots and shoes of leather finer than calf, 1 viz., kid, 

satin, morocco, or patent a nailed or sewn, 

single or double-soled_... 3 50 
Boots and shoes with cloth uppers, with or without 

leather points ox, tips, sewn or nailed : 


Of cotton fissue ... dee 
», woollen ,, are 
» silk 4 50 


Parts of boots or materials for their siieedeiane, imported 
separately, are to be dutiable at the same rates as the corresponding 
description of boots, with a surtax of 25 per cent. All the above 
duties are subject to the general increase of 50 per cent. enacted by 
tha Decree of the 27th April last. [See the ‘“‘ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 6th June last, p. 549. 


JAPAN. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Lei, 3 Office, an 

Co tion extract from a report by H.M. Minister) at 
ante Tokio on the Japanese Budget for 1901-2, from 

ty on Sugar,&. hich it appears that the following consump- 
tion duties are now leviable on all sugar and molasses imported 
into or produced in Japan. These duties came into force on the 
1st October last. 

Sugar and molasses below No. 8, Dutch standard, in colour, 1 ~~ 
per 100 kins (1s. 89d. per cwt.). 

Sugar between Nos. 8 and 15, Dutch standard, in ashe, 
1 yen 60 sen per 100 kins (2s. 93d. per cwt.). 

Sugar and molasses between Nos. 15 and 20, Dutch standard, in 
colour, 2 yen 20 sen per 100 kins (3s. 93d. per "owt.). 

Sugar (including candy) and molasses above No. 20, Dutch: 
standard, in colour, 2 yen 80 sen per 100 kins (4s. 10d. per cwt.). 


* The real value of the Costa Rican colon may be taken at about 1s. 6d, 4 


q 
ad: 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 
DENMARK. 


The following particulars concerning the Port of Elsinore are 
The Port of —. cme the “ Danish Export Review” for 
Prior to the middle of the 18th century but 

one landing-pier was to be found in the bay south of Kronborg, 

which was principally used by boats from passing vessels that had 
to pay the toll of the Sound, and a solitary breakwater for the 
protection of the landing-pier during storm and ice-jam. 

The first actual harbour was constructed in 1766-67 and con- 
sisted in a haven for boats and smaller crafts, and had a water area 
of J, acre, with a depth of 8 ft. In 1817 the harbour was repaired 
at a cost of 100,000 krones. It was enlarged in 1826-29 and 
again in 1838-39, 1859-62, and 1879-87. 

In 1890-91 a steam-ferry berth for the steam-ferry, running 
between Elsinore and Helsingborg in Sweden, was constructed in 
the south-western corner of the harbour, and, finally, in 1895, 
when a new dry-dock for the “Helsingor Jernskibs-og Maskin- 
byggeri” was built, the harbour was still once more enlarged by 
excavation of another harbour-basin covering about ,% acre, in 
the north-western corner, thereby giving it its present delineation. 
The dredging outside, as well as of a greater part of the harbour, 
carried to a depth of 25 ft., took place in 1899. The aggregate 
water area of the harbour is at present 15.7 acres, seven of which 
has a depth of 25 ft., the remainder is 20-22 ft. 

The total length of quay is 5,600 running ft., 3,600 of which are 
provided with railway tracks. 

The area between the northern and western harbour-basins, as 
also an extensive area adjoining it, is occupied by the “ Helsingor 
Jernskibs-og Maskinbyggeri,” who have here three beddings and 
a slip and two dry-docks, with respective lengths of 338 and 372 ft. 


Elsinore. 


MEXICO. 


A despatch from Mexico City published in rll New York 
. : “Journal of Commerce” of 15th ult. states 
a —— that arrangements are being made to establish 
P ine. a new line of steamers between Spanish and 
Mexican Gulf ports. The promoters say that Spain can furnish 
cloths of Catalan manufacture, preserved meats and fish, olive oil, 
dried fruits and Spanish specialities cheaper than any other 
country, and efforts will be made to secure this trade. The 
Spanish colony in Mexico is the most numerous of the foreign 
colonies in that country. . 


e 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on pp. 487-8 of the 
“ Board of ‘Trade Journal” of 30th May last, a 


despatch from Memphis, Tenn., to the “ Iron 
gig ag. © Age” (New York) says that the Southern 


Pacific Railway Company are making elaborate 
preparations for the use of oil as fuel throughout their system. The 
company intend to establish 72 steel tanks of 50,000 barrels average 
capacity along their lines, and have let the contract for this work. 
These tanks will have a capacity of 3,600,000 barrels, and these, 
together with the 13 already constructed, will give a total capacity 
of 4,425,000 barrels. It is stated that the company intend to use 
oil for generating power on the locomotives from one end of the 
line to the other, and eventually to substitute oil for coal fuel on 
their engines, ferryboats and steamboats. Already the company 
have converted 210 of their locomotives into oil burners and have 
on hand material at the Houston shops for converting 120 more. 
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CANADA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the High Commissioner 
for Canada, a preliminary summary of the 


mineral production of Canada in 1901, from 
gy - which the following particulars have been 


taken. For purposes of comparison the cor- 
responding figures for the year 1900 have been added :— 


1900. 1901. 
Product. 
Quantity.| Value. || Quantity.| Value 
Metallic. Dols. Dols. 

Copper... ... Lhs. | 18,919,820] 3,063,119]| 40,951,196] 6,600,104 
Gold, Yukon 22,275,000 18,000,000 
» @llother ... 5,641,752 6,462,222 
Iron ore (exports) ... Tons — _ 306,199 762,284 
*Pig-ironfrom Canadianore ,, 35,387 583,158 83,100} 1,212,113. 
Lead Lbs. | 63,169,821) 2,760,521|) 50,756,440) 2,199,784 
Nickel 7,080,227) 3,327,707|| 9,189,047) 4,594,523 
Silver .. Ozs. | 4,446,505] 2,730,598|| 5,078,318, 2,993,668. 

Total metallic... 40,391,197 42,824,698. 

Non-Metallic. 
Actinolite ... Tons} 531 3,126 
Asbestos and Asbestic ... 30,641 763,431 38,079) 1,186,434 
Chromite (exports) s 2,335 27,000 1,759 25,444 
Coal 5,332,197) 12,668,475|| 6,186,286) 14,671,122 
Coke » 157,134 649,140 373,625| 1,264,360: 
Corundum .. 435 53,115 
Fire-clay ... Pm 1,245 4,130 3,979 5,920: 
Graphite ... 4 1,922 30,940 1,440 28,880 
Grindstones ss 5,549 53,450 5,701 55,690 
Gypsum... 252,001} 259,009 293,799 340,148 
Limestone for flux % 52,966 39,332 169,399 183,162 
Manganese ore (exports) 440 4,820» 
Mineral pigments— 

Baryta = 1,331 7,575 653 3,842 
Ochres... 1,966 15,398 2,233 16,735 
Mineral water... 75,000 100,000 
Moulding sand ... Tonst 14,620 29,240 
Natural gas 417,094 312,359 
Peat . Tons 220 660 
Petroleum ... Bbls. 710,498] 1,151,007 588,528) 953,415. 

Phosphate (apatite) Tons} 1,415 7,105 
Salt ee Re 62,055 279,458 59,428 262,328. 

Soapstone ... 420 1,365 
Tale... 1,000 5,000 259 842 

336 1,950} — 


* The total production of 


pig-iron in Canada in 1901 from Canadian and foreign 


ores amounted to 274,376 tons, valued at 3,512,923 dols., of which it is estimated 
83,100 tons, valued at 1,212,113 dols. should be attributed to Canadian ore and 
191,276 tons, valued at 2,300,810 dols., to the ore imported. 

+ The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. 


| 
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1900. 1901. 
Product. 
Quantity.| Value. || Quantity.} Value. 
omen Materials and Clay Pro- Dols. Dols. 
Cement, natural rock .,.. Bris. 125,428 99,994 133,328 94,415 
» Portland 283,124) 545,826 297,066} 535,615 
Sands and gravels (exports) Tons} 197,302} 117,465 
Sewer pipe... hes 231,525 250,115 
Terra-cotta, pressed brick, &c. -- 259,450 _ 278,671 
Building material, including 
bricks, building stone, lime, 
Total structural materials ; 
and clay products 6,284,145 6,461,261 
y Total all other non-metallic — 16,799,748 _ 19,821,072 
Total non-metallic 28,083,893) — | 26,282,383 
» metallic... 40,391,197 42,824,698 
Estimated value of mineral pro- 
ducts not returned... 300,000 300,000 
Total, 1901 63,775,090 69,407,031 


+ The ton used is that of 2,000 lbs. 


It is gratifying to note that the value of the mineral production 
of the country still increases, notwithstanding a considerable falling- 
off in the gold output. The growth shown is equivalent to nearly 
8 per cent. addition to the total value for 1900. This is, of course, 
a much smaller proportional increase than those shown during the 
previous few years, but it is encouraging to find that it is due to 
the large expansion of the more permanent mineral industries, such 
as the metallic, including iron smelting, with coal, coke, asbestos, 
&c., amongst the non-metallic. 


AUSTRALIA. 


A supplement to the “Government Gazette” of Western Australia, 
Cutput of dated the 19th February last, contains statistics 
Minerals (other of the output of minerals (other than gold) in 
than Gold) in the State in 1900 and 1901, from which the 


Western table is compiled :— 
Australia. 
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1900. 1901. 
Minerals. 

Quantity. Value. Quantity. Value. 

Tons. £ , Tons, 
Black tin ... mes ie 823 56,702 734 40,000 
Copper ore ... nb wea 6,183 43,673 10,157 75,246 
Ironstone ... 12,251 9,258 | 20,569 13,246 

Lead ore... 268 533 
54,835 117,885 67,561 
Limestone ... -15,927 3,594 || 18,209 4,348 


AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. 


The following table, showing the output of gold in the several 
. States of Australia and New Zealand in the 
— year 1901 expressed in fine ounces, is taken 
4 from the “ Queensland Government Mining 

Journal ” for February last :— 


State. Fine Ozs. Value. 
£ 
Western Australia ... 1,703,416 7,235,652 
Queensland ... ons 576,920 2,450,708 
New South Wales ... 216,874 921,282 
Tasmania ... Koi 52,627 223,556 
Total, Australia... | 8,293,304 | 13,989,446 
Grand total, Australasia ... one «| 3,705,493 | 15,740,429 


On the basis of fine ounces and value, Victoria resumes her 
position as second on the list, with Queensland third. The South 
Australian output of gold is not included in the figures given, but 
as the annual total output of that State is very small, the result 
will not be materially affected. 


RUSSIA. 


The ‘Journal de St. Petersbourg” of 27th February/12th March 


Discovery of reports that rich deposits of asbestos and white 


nickel have recently been discovered in the 
= ll neighbourhood of Zanghésour, province of 
Deposits. Fizabethpol. 
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A later issue of the “ Er iagea de St. Petersbourg” states that, 

. according to statistics recently published, the 

production of naphtha in the Baku District in 

* 1901 amounted to 675,000,000 pouds (about 

10,848,000 tons) showing an increase of nearly 75,000,000 pouds 

(1,205,000 tons) as compared with 1900. To the above figures 

must be added 30,000,000 pouds (482,000 tons) produced at 

Grozno, making a total production in Russia of 705,000,000 pouds 
(11,330,000 tons). 


BELGIUM. 

With reference to the notice on p. 176 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 24th October last, a despatch dated 
New Coalfields. 21st ult. has been received at the Foreign Office 
from H.M. Legation at Brussels, reporting that 
in May, 1901, Monsieur Dumont, by an experimental boring, found 
coal at a depth of 539 metres near Lanaeken, and then passed 
through deposits of gas coal, thus proving the existence of a new 
coalfield in the south of the Belgium province of Limburg, and 
in the district called “La Campine.” This had long been 
suspected, owing to the proximity of this district to the Dutch 

province of Limburg, where coal has been worked for many years. 

Monsieur Hanrez, a senator, called attention to this important 
discovery by means of an interpellation in the Senate on the 11th 
ult., pointing out that on the 8th of February last already six 
requests for concessions had been made, and that on the 17th of 
that month fifteen borings were in operation. He stated that one 
company, which is making borings at Asch, has the monopoly of 
the boring system in use, which is said to be the most rapid 
in existence. He added, however, that another company is using 
a German boring process. 

M. Hanrez has now presented a Bill reserving to the States 
certain zones in the new coalfields in the north of Belgium, in 
order that the State may in future, as is now done in Holland and 
Germany, obtain coal supplies for the State railways from its own 
coal mines. The Minister of Industry has undertaken to give the 
subject his serious consideration. 

It is surmised that coal also exists in the province of Antwerp, 
and Monsieur Harzé, Director-General of Mines, advises that 
experimental borings be made at Brasschaet, Hoogstraeten, Wortel, 
and Merxplas, localities from ten to thirty miles to the north-east 
of the port of Antwerp. The Geological Society of Liége think 
that there is a regular coalfield in the north of Belgium, uniting 
that of Yorkshire to the Westphalian coalfield. 

The drawbacks of the new coal region are, that about 500 metres 
of unproductive soil have to be pierzed, with loose sand and water 
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in abundanee, but the Liége geologists, at a meeting held on the 
17th ult., expressed the opinion that at Antwerp and Seetaiea, coal 
might be found at a less depth, and that borings should be made 
at those localities. At the same meeting, one speaker said he 
believed the Limburg deposits were as extensive and thick as those 
at Mons. 


FRANCE. 
The French “ Journal Officiel” of 24th ult. publishes statistics 
. relating to the production of iron and steel in 
coeeaqne ie France in 1901 with comparative figures for the 


in 1901 preceding year on which the following table is 
based 

— 1900. 1901. 

Cast iron— Tons. Tons. 
Forge pig bss 2,166,505 | 1,803,615 
Castings, &c. ... 547,793 596,625 
Iron— 
Merchant iron ... 640,953 501,928 
554,309 

Steel, wrought— 

Rails... oad bbe | 278,194 296,481 
Merchant steel ... ene vse on 671,377 580,376 
Sheets ... ose ooo one 276,966 274,363 
Bessemer and Siemens-Martin ingots... 1,565,164 1,465,071 


Of the total production of Bessemer and Siemens-Martin ingots 
in 1901, 860,425 tons were made by the Bessemer process and 
604,646 tons by the Siemens-Martin process as compared with 
919,283 and 645,881 tons respectively in 1900. 


NoTEe.—The figures for 1901 given above are only provisional. 


MADAGASCAR. 


It is reported in “La Revue de Madagascar” for March that 
Bit : General Gallieni has sent to the French Colonia! 
_ Office two samples of bitumen forwarded to him 


Siaiiagneens. by the officer commanding the post of Ambodi- 
riana near the village of Ankily Marobaola. It is stated that about 
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ten litres of liquid per day could be obtained from this source. 
The samples will be analysed in order to determine if the source of 
supply is worth working. 


GERMAN EAST AFRICA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared in the “Board of 
Placer Worki Trade Journal ' for December, 1898, p. 705, 
respecting the working of mines in German 
East Africa, a despatch dated 20th ult. has 
been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at 
Berlin, reporting that an Imperial Order dated 5th March, and 
signed by the Chancellor of the German Empire has been published 
in the “Official Gazette,” by which the right of searching in 
and extracting from river beds in the German East Africa 
Protectorate certain minerals (gold, silver, platinum, coal, &c., &c.) 
mentioned in the notice referred to above, is reserved for the 
German East African Financial Administration, the already 
existing rights of third persons being preserved. 


CUBA. 


The “Engineering and Mining Journal” (New York) of 8th ult. 
Wiiiies contains a detailed account of the occurrences 
a Petroleum of bitumen and of petroleum in Cuba which 
_. Cuba. may be seen by persons interested on application 
> at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between 
the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

The following extracts from the account as to the commercial 
value of the deposits of bitumen may be of interest:— 

“The data which have here been presented show that the bitu- 
minous substances, asphalt and mineral tar, occur from place to 
place in every province of Cuba. In some localities there is promise 
of fairly large quantities. Much of the material can undoubtedly 
be used in the manufacture of varnish and for insulating purposes, 
but the practicability of its use for other purposes is at present a 
somewhat undecided question.” . . .. . 

“Tn undertaking any commercial handling of the Cuban asphalts 
and maltha there should first be a careful examination of the 
deposits to determine the quantity that probably can be procured. 
If it is proved that a property possesses a sufficient quantity of 
material, it should be chemically studied with great care to deter- 
mine the precise uses to which it can be put. Therefore, although 
we consider these bituminous substances as offering an inviting 
field for the investment of capital, it is suggested that any company 
which contemplates making such an investment should proceed 
with the greatest care.” 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
Geen eteen from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
7 the week ended the 29th ult., were as follow :— 
Barley... ose 278, 2d. 
For further particulars see p. 43. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The “Australasian Grocer” of the 24th January publishes a 
The Cultivati communication from the Secretary of the 
vation Department of Mines and Agriculture of New 


- t in al South Wales, concerning the cultivation of 
hes = macaroni wheat in New South Wales. He 


remarks that for some years past he has felt 
that there should be a favourable market for Polish and other 
macaroni wheats in Italy, which country exports many thousands 
of pounds of macaroni and vermicelli every year. He, therefore, 
gave a sample of wheat grown in New South Wales to Mr. N. 
Vivaldi, who took it to Italy. It was so favourably reported upon 
for macaroni purposes that he resolved to erect an establishment in 
Sydney. The Government farms at Wagga, Bathurst, and Hawkes- 
bury were prepared to supply as much wheat as possible for a start, 
and Mr. Vivaldi undertook to give a higher price for this class of 
wheat than the ordinary market value. 

This year, however, the amount of land put under cultivation for 
this wheat is so small that in all probability there will only be 
sufficient for seed purposes, but later on it is expected that the 
cultivation will be taken up to a larger extent. Mr. Vivaldi has 
erected machinery capable of turning out half a ton of macaroni 
per day, and in course of time the plant will be greatly increased, 
as the manufacturer feels sure that a large export trade is possible. 
Mills for the preparation of semolina will also be erected shortly in 
Sydney. The Secretary goes on to say: ‘‘ lam under the impression 
that before very long there will be a considerable area put under 
cultivation for the growing of macaroni wheats, owing to the fact 
that these hard wheats seem to succeed in the coastal districts as 
well as inland, where other wheats are susceptible to rust.” The 
Government department will give every encouragement to 
prospective growers by providing seed wheat at a reasonable price, 
and giving full information about the best varieties to be sown. 
The proprietors of the works consider that they will be able to place 
macaroni equal to the best at present imported on the markets of 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, and anywhere within the Common- 
wealth at 4d. per lb. wholesale. The price is to be uniform 
throughout the Commonwealth. 
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SPAIN. 


The United States Consul at Malaga reports that the unusual 
Cane-Sugar frosts of December and January have wrought 
Crop so much damage to the sugar-cane of the pro- 
P vince of Malaga that not more than a half crop 

of sugar can be expected this year. 

Sugar-cane is grown all along the coast of Malaga, and the 
annual yield of sugar is about 30,000 tons. There are 17 sugar 
factories in the provinces of Malaga and Granada, employing many 
thousand hands. Grinding generally begins about the middle of 
March. This year it may commence earlier. 

The Consul adds that the loss of the sugar-cane crop has 
resulted in the refusal of the manufacturers to take any part in 
the proposed organisation of Spanish sugar makers, with the 
view of limiting production. There has been an overproduction 
of sugar—particularly of beet sugar—in Spain for several years, 
and strenuous efforts were recently made to form a syndicate of all 
the sugar manufacturers in Spain for mutual benefits in certain 
directions. This is understood to have failed because one of the 
most important beet-sugar factories refused to participate, and for 
the further reason that the cane-sugar manufacturers, in view of 
the largely decreased crop, saw no advantage in any further plan 
to limit production. 


JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” for 22nd February last states that, 

Rice Crop i according to the figures of the Japanese Depart- 

coy m ment of Agriculture and Commerce, the total 

; yield of the rice crop for 1901 is 46,854,512 

koku, as compared with 41,466,794 koku in 1900, and 39,845,038 

koku the average yearly crop. Thus the crop of 1901 exceeded 

that of the preceding year by 5,387,778 koku, or 12.9 per cent. ; 
and exceeded the average by 7,009,473 koku, or 17.5 per cent. 


NotTe.—Koku = 4°96 bushels, 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 27th ult., was 
Cotton Statistics. 92,053 and the number imported during the 
13 weeks ended the 27th ult. was 1,601,403. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 27th 
ult., 8,849 bales, and for the 13 weeks, 114,950. 
For further details see p. 43. 


SIKKIM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the India Office, an 
: extract from the Sikkim-Bhutan Administration 
Report for 1900-01, from which it appears that 
55 Sanh the value of the imports from Tibet across the 
Sikkim-Tibet frontier via Yatung in the year ended 31st March, 
1901, was Rs. 6,20,289, and the value of the exports to Tibet 
was Rs. 6,67,235. This is shown in the following table, which 
also includes the value of the treasure imported and exported across 
the Sikkim-Tibet frontier in 1900-01. 


Trade across the Sikkim-Tibet Frontier in 1900-01. 


| Imports from | Exports to 
— | Tibet via Tibet via Total. 
Yatung. Yatung. 
Rs. Bs. Rs. 
Merchandise 6,20,289 6,67,235 12,87,524 
Gold,in bars... 8,800 8,800 
Silver ,, 1,15,080 | 64,880 1,79,960 
Grand total eb rae 7,44,169 7,32,115 14,76,284 
Rupee = ls. 4d. 


~ In a memorandum explaining the causes of the marked variations 
in the trade of Bengal with Tibet registered at Yatung in 1900-01, 
it is stated that the bulk of the imports fell off to the extent of 
6,374 maunds. The decline in value from the figures of 1899 was 
Rs. 2,32,185. Cotton goods, which always form the largest item 
of imports, decreased by 1,087,848 yards, as compared with the 
previous year. Woollen cloth and woollen and cotton mixtures 
also decreased. The almost total absence of any Chinese articles 
of import shows that the effect of the Chinese troubles reached as 
far as Tibet. The metal import, always insignificant, was this year 
slightly in excess of previous years. As almost every item both of 
import and export bore its share in the general decline, it is un- 
necessary to discriminate between individual items; the same 
causes doubtless influenced the whole. A cattle epizootic and a 
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prolonged and virulent outbreak of small-pox in Tibet, the trouble in 
China, the breakdown of the Kalimpong-Siliguri Cart Road, the 
increased railway freight on wool from Siliguri to Calcutta, and 
rumours of all sorts of sanitary precautions taken by the Indian 
Government, all tended to crush the little Tibetan trade. 

Exports decreased by 4,259 maunds, with a decline in value of 
Rs. 1,12,748. Every item except Chinese silk fell off. 


CAPE COLONY. 


The following table, showing the value of the merchandise entered 
Transit Trade for removal under rebate and otherwise to the 
Transvaal and Rhodesia during the year ended 
and Rhodaiih in the 31st December, 1901, as compared with the 
1901 preceding year, is based on statistics published 
, in the “Cape of Good Hope Government 

Gazette” of 25th February last :— 


To 1900. 1901. 
AUSTRALIA. 


The following table showing the value of the principal articles 

Exports fr exported from Western Australia in 1901, as 

Weste om compared with the two preceding years, is 

taken from the Statistical Abstract of Western 
Australia for January last :— 


— 1899, 1900. 1901. 
& £ & 
Raw gold ... 5,451,368 3,799,116 3,941,797 
Wool... See 423,296 270,718 375,806 
Hides and skins... 82,981 74,902 86,559 
Pearls and shell _... 110,667 106,607 130,750 
Sandalwood... ast 29,719 39,038 73,931 
ass an 23,163 57,050 52,102 
All other articles... 190,106 261,462 361,382 
Total ... bee .| 6,905,950 5,101,291 5,705,450 
Gold specie*.., 79,692 1,750,768 2,807,841 
Grand total exports £) 6,985,642 6,852,054 8,513,291 


* Includes exports of local gold coined at Perth Mint. 
NotE,—The figures for 1901 are provisional, and are liable to rectification, 
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The Board of Trade have received a copy of a memorandum issued 
by the Government Statistician of New South 


ee as Wales on the 11th February last, giving the 
N om th Wal estimated population of that State on the 31st 
December, 1901, as follows :— 
1901. 

Estimated Population 

81st Deaember, 1901. 


RUSSIA—MANCHURIA. 
A detailed report by the United States Consul at Newchwang has 

The Port of recently been published by the United States | 

eaie Government relating to the port of Dalny. 

y: (Talienwan), the commercial seaport leased to 

Russia in North China. This report contains particulars as to the 

harbour, docks, free port, &c. of Dalny, the railways and steamship 

services in connection with it, together with a map of the city and 
a copy of the regulations governing the sale of land there. 

The complete report, which is illustrated with plans and 
sketches, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


NORWAY. 


It is stated in “ Bradstreets” (N.Y.) of last’ that, 
4 according to reports from Norway, there seems 
Cod Liver Oil. ji ver oil manufacturers that the yield of oil this 
year will be a light one. The Lofoten and Finmarken catches of 
1901 were the smallest for a number of years. The following 
table shows the number of fish caught and the quantity of oil 
produced in each of the last three years :— 


Lofoten Catch. Finmarken Catch. 
Year. 
Oil Oil 
Fish. Produced. Fish. Produced. 
Number. Hectolitres. | Number. Hectolitres. 
1899 oes ba 24,500,000 18,500 | 7,800,000 . 2,600 
1900... 10,800 || 14,000,000 5,400 
1901... 13,000,000 6,500,000 1,806 


Apr. 3, 1902.] THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 33 


Miscellaneous. 


A despatch dated 20th ult. has been received at the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul-General at Christiania, 

gedaan Ase reporting that at the sitting of the Storthing 
‘ on the 19th ult. it was resolved to impose a 

stamp duty on Bills of Exchange according to the following scale:— 


Bills not exceeding 200 kroner... 10 ore. 

” ” 400 aae 20 ” 
” ” ” 600 ” eae 30 ” 
” ” ” 800 ” ean 40 ” 
’ ” ” 1,000 ” tin0 50 ” 

For bills exceeding 1,000 _,, 50 ,, 


for every thousand kroner or fraction thereof; and the excise on 
playing cards was increased from 60 to 70 dre per pack. 


Note.—1 kroner = 100 dre = Is. 14d. 


BELGIUM. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
: Legation at Brussels, stating that the report of 
Belgian Trade the Budget of Foreign Affairs for 1902, recently 
British Colonies presented to the Belgian Chambers, contains 
* the following statistics of the trade of Belgium 

with British Colonies in 1900 :-— 


Exports of Belgian Products in 1900 (special trade). 


To— Va've. 
£ 

New South Wales ... ...| 175,320 
Cape Colony ... ove ove 126,560 


These figures show a very large increase since 1880. - In that 
year the exports to the Australian Colonies did not reach 40,0001, 
nor, in fact, was this figure attained by the exports to Canada, 
Cape Colony, or British India. 

The report goes on to point out that in 1880 there was no 
direct trade with China, whereas in 1900 Belgian exports to China 


| 
4 
| 
a 
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(general trade) amounted to 1,402,960/. and (special trade) to 
690,0007. 


As regards Europe, the report states that Belgian trade with 
the Netherlands remains stationary, while it shows a slow increase 
with France. A slow increase is also apparent in the trade with 
the United States. On the other hand, it has increased by a 
quarter with Great Britain in the last ten years, and with Germany 
has nearly doubled in the same period. 


FRENCH SUDAN. 


The following tables, Goaing the quantity and value of the 

Trade of caravan trade of Timbuctoo vid the Sahara and 

Timbuctoo vid Senegal during the year 1900, as compared 

: with the two preceding years, is from an official 

report published by the French Colonial Office, and reviewed in 
the “‘ Gold Coast Globe ” of 4th ult. :— 


Imports via the Sahara. 


1898, 1899. 1900. 
| Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
Francs Francs. Francs. 
Touattobacco kilog.| 7,085 50,700} 4,474 35,792} 1,944 15,552 
Sugar 1,468 4,404] 2,093 6,279| 3,438 10,314 
Dates 2 4 92 1,568 3,136 192 284 
Tea .. ‘ 42 630) 283 4,245 703 10,545 
Cloves ” — 48 288 50 8 
Linen pieces! 373 7,460 336 4,200 130 2,600 
Muslin 16 480} — 
American cloth ,, 367 11,010 
Glassware _kilogs. 200 000 320 3,200 54 540 
Antimony 136 408 _ = 70 210 
ber etrings| 10 700) 
Coral... kilogs. 7 1,050 ant 
Shells — 8,450 1,267 
Burnouses_ ...pieces 300) _ 
Turbans 126 882 292 2,044 
pairs) 148 592 314 1,256 
Belt... bars} 45,895 /1,090,123) 53,593 1,125,598) 55,475 /1,164,686 
Other articles | 4,250 6,311 1 
Francs| 1,166,067 1,206,863) _ 1,210,866 
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Imports via Senegal. 


1898. 1899, 1900. 
Quantity. | Value. | Quantity.) Value. | Quantity. | Value. 
Blue Guinea cloth Francs. Francs. Francs. 
pieces} 13,730 | 137,300 28,840 | 248,400 36,753 | 367,530 
Linen 5,380 94,150 8,430 | 147,525 7,507 | 131,372 
Fancy stuffs ,, 90 1,800 154 3,080 400 8,000 
Glassware ... kilogs.| 190 1,900 335 3,350 700 7,000 
Silk... ao 150 11,250 210 15,750 407 $0,525 
Tea.» ae 110 1,650 136 2,040 450 6,750 
Sugar ae * 930 2,325 1,433 3,582 1,800 4,500 
Tinned goods one _ 18,340 a 80,274 45,850 
Other articles .., 15,330 18,783 24,600 
Francs 284,045 472,734 626,127 
Total | 11362| — 18,909 | — 25,045 


The exports are principally different kinds of rubber, sent by the 
local merchants to Médine ; in 1901 this was sold at 1d. to 2d. per 
kilogramme. Some ostrich feathers are imported by caravans 
returning to Tafilet and sent to St. Louis. Gold is very rare, as is 
also ivory. Rubber is believed to be capable of great develop- 
ment, and researches are now being made. The other important 
export from Timbuctoo is grain, which is exported by the caravans 
to the north, and which is paid for entirely in salt. As this 
export of grain is not subject to any tax, no statistics are available, 
but its value is scarcely the same as that of the salt imported, as 
some of the local tribes sell their grain to the merchants against 
cattle and sheep required for local consumption. A trade in live 
stock is now also starting, promising handsome profits, with 
Médine and St. Louis ; and in view of the security which has now 
been established to the west and south-west of Timbuctoo, this new 
commerce is destined to become of great importance. 


-NoTE.—Kilogramme = lbs. 


MADAGASCAR. 


The following particulars relating to the trade of Tamatave in 
1901 are extracted from a report published in 


of the “Revue de Madagascar” for March :— 
in 1901 The imports into Tamatave in 1901 show 


- increases over the preceding year of over 
4,000,000 francs in value and 12,000 tons in quantity. The 
principal articles in which increases were shown are rice, materials 
for construction (wood, lime, cement, &c.), and metallic material 
for railways. On the other hand, dyed articles and piece-goods 
show marked decreases. : 
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The following table shows the value of the imports into 


Tamatave in the years 1900 and 1901 :— 
Imports into Tamatave. 


1900. 1901. 

Francs. Francs. 
Piece-goods of all kinds... 4,683,572 4,455,543 
Farinaceous foods 1,075,827 2,684,831 
Metal manufactures... 1,127,020 2,261,279 
Beverages ... 1,778,964 1,791,231 
Building materials (marble, stone, wood, &e. > 383,009 1,074,821 
produce Denrées Colc 472,452 552,659 
Metals 228,755 512,430 
All other articles . eos ose eos 2,179,675 3,265,295 
Francs 12,229,274 16,598,089 
Total { £ 489,000 664,000 


The value of the exports from Tamatave during the same two 


periods was as follows :— 


Exports from Tamatave. 


1900, 1901. 

Francs. Francs. 
Gold dust .. 3,285,174 8,053,677 
Rafia 968,235 739,161 
Animal products (including hides) aoe aR 131,555 327,218 
Oil and vegetable juices (caoutchouc, &c.) . 476,429 156,093 
Live animals =a 1,133 148,825 
Other articles... 81 687 135,061 
{ Francs| 4,943,213 4,560,035 
Total) ‘198,000 "182,000 

ITALY. 


The United States Consul at Leghorn reports that there has 
recently been organised at Carrara an association 


Carzare = of marble exporters, known as the “ Unione fra 
renee ne el gli Esportatori di Marmo.” The objects of this 


association, as set forth in a circular issued by 
the president, Bernardo Fabbricotti, are :— 

1. To unite in one association the individual energies of the 
members for the purpose of regulating and developing the marble 
trade and for the protection « t exporters and purchasers of marble. 

2. To formulate and adopt from time to time a tariff fixing 
minimum prices under which no member of the association will be 
allowed to sell. 

3. To fix rules and conditions of sale. 
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This association is composed of about 40 different firms and 
individuals formerly acting independently, and comprises the 


leading producers and exporters of marble at Carrara. Its for- 


mation is the natural result of a long period of active and severe 
competition among the various concerns who are its members. 
it will be, it is said, of material benefit alike to the exporters and 
to the importers of Carrara marble throughout the world. 

The trade between Carrara and the United States has during the 
past year (1901) shown a decided increase. The value of the 
annual exportation has suddenly jumped from an average of about 
115,000/. during the ten previous years to 152,000/. for 1901. This 
advance of about 30 per cent. has brought the exportations to the 
highest point of which there is any record, and from present 
indications there will be no falling-off in the amount during this 
year. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


The following table, showing the number of distilleries at work in 
Austria in the year 1901, as compared with 


Alcohol Industry. preceding years, is taken from “Le Monde. 


Economique” of 1st inst. :— 


Year. Agricultural.| Industrial. 
Number, Number. 
1898 1,075 39 
1899 1,130 39 
1900 1,166 36 
1901 1,180 36 


The bounties granted by the State to agricultural distilleries in 
1901 amounted to about 6,600,000 crowns as compared with 
6,314,712 crowns in 1900. The production of alcohol in Austria 
and Austria-Hungary in 1899-1900 and 1900-1901 was as 
follows :— 


— Austria. Austria-Hungary. 
Hectolitres, Hectolitres. 
1899-1900... ose 1,415,331 2,429,321 
1900-1901 ... ses 1,513,417 2,519,704 


The consumption of alcohol in the form of various kinds of 
beverages, the exports of alcohol and the denaturation of the same 
in Austria and Austria-Hungary in 1899-1900 and 1900-1901 w 
as in the following table :— . 


| 

| 
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Austria- 
Austria. Hungary. 

Consumption— Hectolitres. Hectolitres. 

Denaturation— 


It is said that the year 1901 was characterised by a large 
over-production ‘and a fall in the selling-price, which did not allow 
of any profit to be made. 


Briinn Chamber of e and Industry for the 
year 1901. This volume contains of 
Trade. the textile, metal and other industries carried 
on in the Briinn district during 1901, the most 
important of these being the wool trade. Although there was an 
increased demand for woollens for the home, the Briinn export 
trade in these goods is stated to have been unsatisfactory in 1901, 
especially to Roumania, British India, Central and South America. 
The-exportation of woollens to Siberia entirely ceased owing to the 
imposition of Customs duties in the Amour district. 


BRAZIL. 
The following table, showing the quantity and value of coffee 
shipped from Brazil in 1901,as compared with 
seein pana the two preceding years, is based on statistics 
' ‘published in the “ Brazilian Review ” of 25th 
February last :— 
Shipments of Coffee. 


1899. 1900. 1901. 
From. 


Quantity.|° Value. | Quantity.| Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


Bags.* £ Bags.* £ Bags.* £ 

Rio de Janeiro} 3,504,780 | 5,214,468 | 2,894,283 | 5,201,313 | 4,767,729 | 7,426,278 
Santos --.| 6,353,810 | 9,326,823 | 5,852,076 {11,982,119 | 9,618,569 |16,320,401 
Victoria ...| 307,246 | 472,615 | 222,447 | 458,550 | 348,538 |  518,391- 
Bahia 248,925'| 379,541 186,658 } 353,259 | 246,204 | 381,885 


Totals ...|10,414,761 [15,392,947 | 9,155,464 |17,995,241 |14,981,040 |24,646,955 


* Bags of 60 kilogs. or 132 Ibs. 
NotE.—The above figures include the shipments of coffee coastwise from Rio 
and Santos, amounting to 245,080 and 5,488 bags respectively, in 1901. 


| 
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The average price per 10 kilogs. of Rio No. 7 deste the year 
was 5°237 joes as compared wi with 8 "491 dols. in 1900; of iictes 
(good average) 4°931 dols. as compared with 7:371 dols. ; ; and of 
ae ‘ 7, per lb. 6°47 cents as compared with 8°27 cents 
in 
The stocks on hand on 31st December last were 377,681 bags at 
Rio, and 1,201,815 bags at Santos. 


The following table, showing the value of the Customs revenue of 
a Brazil in the year 1901, as compared with the 


eceding year, is taken from the “Brazilian 
Review of ” of 25th February last :— 

1900. 1901. 

Contos* of| Contos* otf 
Reis. Reis. 
Import duties collected in gold lee 22,878 34,269 
Total collected in gold .. ine ses es] 28,286 34,682 
Equivalent at average exchange in 71,894 83,824 
Import duties collected in currency . 111,848 
Sure ooo ad 162 161 
Excise or Consumption dues ove 14,363 12,066 


Grand total (incurrency) ... 235,002 | 220,086 


* 1 Conto of Reis = 1,000 Milreis = (at present) about 50/. 13s. 


URUGUAY. 


The following table, showing the value of the foreign trade of 
Uruguay in the years 1898, 1899, and 1900, 
Trade Statistics. are taken from the “Statistical Annual” of 


Uruguay for 1900 :-— 
Imports. Exports, Total. 
Dols. Dols. Dols. 
1898 ... os 24,784,361 30,276,916 55,061,277 
1899 ... ooo 25,652,788 36,574,164 62,226,952 
1900 ... 23,978,206 29,410,862 53,389,068 
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Miscellaneous. 


Commenting on the above figures, the Montevideo Times” 
says that these are the “ official values,” which may be regarded as 
fairly correct for the exports, but as 20 to 30 per cent. too high for 
the imports owing to the artificial and inflated tariff of valuation 
maintained in the Custom House. 


The following table shows the value of the imports by countries 


in the years 1898, 1899 and 1900 :— 


Imports. 

From. 1898. 1899. 1900. 

s. Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom 6,762,794 6,874,509 6,336,602 
France 2,637,750 2,188,010 1,981,685 
Brazil 1,872,572 1,402,307 1,269,242 
Spain 1,977,407 1,859,592 1,824,071 
Italy ... 2,279,784 2,380,069 2,212,031 
United States of America... 1,932,468 2,201,287 2,182,945 
Germany... 2,311,631 2,647,189 3,499,919 
Belgium wae 1,372,665 1,852,961 1,558,399 
Argentina ... 3,288,705 3,851,466 2,700,468 
Other countries 348,585 395,398 412,844 
Total .- Dols.| 24,784,361 25,652,788 23,978,206 


The following table shows the value of the exports by countries 


in the same three years :— 


Exports. 

To. 1898. 1899. 1900. 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
United Kingdom ... 2,884,329 2,394,538 1,978,819 
5,516,889 5,796,808 4,790,871 
Brazil oy dion 5,855,348 6,990,920 7,598,123 
Belgium 5,399,283 5,871,409 5,215,315 
United States of America... 984,040 1,629,039 1,671,955 
any ... ois +s 2,810,333 4,392,646 2,777,183 
Argentina ... 5,318,270 7,014,428 2,825,018 
Other countrics 1,508,424 2,484,376 2,553,578 
Total ... Dols,| 30,276,916 36,574,164 29,410,862 


Note.—Uruguayan Dollar = 4s. 3;;d. 


The value of the trade of Uruguay by categories of the principal 
articles during each of the years 1898, 1899 and 1900 is shown in 
the following tables :— 


| 
| 
| | | 
H 
| 
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Miscellaneous. 
Imports.. 
1898, 1899, 1909. 

, Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Beverages in general sins «| 2,666,000 2,349,000 2,364,000 
Comestibles, cereals and spices ..., 4,348,000 4,787,000 4,953,000 
Tobacco and cigars... ge jaa 212,000 224,000 210,000 
Soft goods and materials ... «| 4,992,000 5,042,000 4,106,000 
Ready-made clothing ne ..| 1,361,000 1,309,000 1,302,000 
Raw material and machinery ...| 6,411,000 6,876,000 7,254,000 
Live-stock ... 2,094,000 2,211,000 - 1,010,000 
Total... 24,784,000 | 25,753,000 | 23,978,000 

Exports. 

1898. 1899, 1900, 

Dols. Dols, Dols. 
Live-stock ... 337,000 260,000 534,000 
Slaughter-house products ... ...| 26,244,000 83,589,000 26,607,000 
Agricultural products mr Ms 3,316,006 2,355,000 1,670,000 
Other products... 279,000 315,000 473,000 
Various 5,000 5,000 7,000 
Provisions for vessels ae Pei 96,000 100,000 120,000 
Totals... Dols.| 30,277,000 36,574,000 29,411,000 


ECUADOR. 


The following particulars relating to the convict settlement at 
Products of Chatham Island, Galapagos, are taken from a 
Chatham Island, '°Pt by the Officer Commanding H.M.S. 
Gala. *  Amphion,” copy of which has been received at 
Pagos. the Board of Trade through the Admiralty. 
Chatham Island is governed by an Alcaldé who is appointed, or 
whose appointment is confirmed, by the Ecuadorian Government. 
The inhabitants are all convicts sent there from Ecuador ; they are 
allowed to have their wives and children with them, and the whole 
population of the island numbers about 400. With the exception 
of one or two families who live near the landing place, where a 
short wooden pier is in course of construction, they all live at 
Progreso, about 44 miles inland and up the hills from Wreck Bay. 
Coffee, maize, potatoes, sweet potatoes and sugar are cultivated. 
There are large numbers of mules, donkeys, horses and cattle 
round Progreso. Fresh beef and vegetables (cabbages, onions, &c.) 
are plentiful, and can be purchased at very short notice. 
There is a large sugar factory at Progreso, the output of whic’ 


| 

| 

3 | | 
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averages 30,800 lbs. per month all the year round. The plant of 
the factory is being largely increased, and in a short time the 
output will probably be doubled. This sugar industry was only 
started 12 years ago. 

This sugar, and also coffee, maize and bananas, are exported to 
Guayaquil, being sent by a schooner which comes to the Island 
every month. Her average passage to and from Guayaquil is 
stated to be eight days. ese exports are not the property of the 
Ecuadorian Government, although the work is all done by the 
convicts, but of a private trading firm in Guayaquil, which the 
Alcaldé always represents. 

There are stated to be large herds of wild cattle in the hills, but 
the giant tortoise of the Galapagos Islands is practically extinct, at 
any rate on Chatham Island. 

The sugar factory is worked by coal which is mined in the 
Island, but which is stated to be no good for steam ships. 


JAPAN. 


The following table, showing the value of the trade of Formosa with 
Forei of ‘foreign countries in 1901 as compared with 
Seams sage 1900, is compiled from figures published in 

* “Commerce” (Tokio) of 15th February last, 
the organ of the Japan Foreign Trade Association :— 


—_— | 1900. | 1901. 
| Yen. Yen. 
Imports of merchandise ... 13,570,663 | 12,708,471 
Total imports... 18,087,585 | 13,641,435 


Exports of merchandise ... ... 10,571,285 | 8,899,852 


Total exports ... ... 13,367,852 | 9,891,417 
| 


Yen = 2s. 0}d. 


{ 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 13 Weeks ended 27th March, 1902. 


13 Weeks || x 13 weeks 
1902, ?\27th March, 1902. 27th March, 
1902, 
IMPORTS. Exports. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) ' 
No. No. No. No. 
American... ee ove 64,971 1,321,110 4,850 62,116 
Brazilian... «ah ens 8,258 78,41 _ 620 
East Indian ... She ook 238 6,776 — 4,323 
Miscellaneous pre 6,615 17,743 465 1,667 
Total ... «| 92,053 | 1,601,408 8,849 114,950 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 29th March, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years, pursuant tothe Corn 


Returns Act, 1882. 
Average Price. 
Wheat, | Barley. | Oats. 
a: s @ 
Week ended 29th March, 1902... of @ 9 
Correspondirg week in— 
1895 ... 20. 4 20 1 4 
1896 a 21 10 13 3 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of. barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 


| 
| 
| 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of February, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 9d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘“‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1900, in two Volumes, may 
be purchased at a cost of 5s. 10d. for the first, and 4s. for the 
second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated above. 
This. publication, which contains much more detailed and 
exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives, in the first volume, Abstract Tables for the years 
1896-1900, and detailed statement of imports and exports of each 
article (from and to each country), and, in the second volume, 
details as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, tranship-~ 
ments, and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the 
United Kingdom with each foreign country. 

THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th ult. :—State 
of the Labour Market in February: Employment, Output and 
Wages in Coal Mines: Fatal Accidents to Workpeople in 1901-2: 
Earnings of Irish Migratory Labourers in 1901: Industrial 
Conciliation and Arbitration in New Zealand: Profit-sharing by 
British Firms: Employment in Certain Industries and Districts : 
Labour in the Colonies and Abroad, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in recently issued Consular Reports of the 
Annual Series. 

No. 2753. Coquimbo, 1900. 


Competition with British 
trade in Chile. 

Increase in imports stated to 
be a result of the recently de- 
veloped energy of German and 
American traders. 

Increase in exports accounted 


for by abnormal prices of 
copper. 

New lines of railway con- 
necting the port with inland 
places. 

Statistical tables of shipping 
and trade. 
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OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Ordnance Survey Maps of Great Britain and Ireland. 


The Ordnance Survey are issuing a new series of folding pocket 
maps for England and Wales on the scale of one inch to the mile. 
The maps are printed in colours on sheets 18 by 12 inches, mounted 
on canvas, in a cover or flat, price 1s,each. The one-inch map can 
also be procured at the same price in black and white, showing 
outline and contours; or in outline, with hills printed either in 
black or brown: the outline map has recently been revised. These 
maps are not only useful for general topographical purposes, but 
should also prove serviceable to cyclists and pedestrians, since they 
show all roads, indicating their character, and whether metalled or 
not, footpaths, hills, rivers, towns, villages, railway stations, and 
local boundaries. 

Combined one-inch outline maps have also been published of 
Bath, Birmingham, Bournemouth, Bradford, Brighton and Worth- 
ing, Bristol, Chatham, Clovelly, Derby, Dorchester and Portland, 
Gloucester and Cheltenham, Huddersfield, Leeds, Leicester, 
Liverpool, London, Manchester, A Plymouth, Rugby, 
Sheffield and the Peak, Warrington, Warwick and Leamington, 
Weymouth, Winchester, Aberdeen, Dundee, Glasgow, the Isle of 
Wight, the Lake District of England, the New Forest, and 
South-East Kent. Additional maps are in course of preparation. 

These combined maps are based on the revised one-inch map. 
In most cases they are being published folded in covers, and with 
the principal roads coloured, at prices varying from 1s. to 1s. 6d. 

Cheap maps of counties, groups of counties, or districts, are also 
being published on the }-in. scale, with main roads coloured, at 
6d. plain, or 9d. if folded in a cover. 

There are agents for the sale of Ordnance Survey Maps in most 
of the chief towns, and maps can be ordered and indexes, &c., seen 
at many Head Post Offices, in places where there are no agente. 
They can also be ordered, through any bookseller, from the Director- 
General, Ordnance Survey, Southampton ; or in the case of Ireland, 
from the Officer in Charge, Ordnance Survey, Dublin. 


Geological Survey Publications of Great Britain and Ireland. 


The agents for the sale of Ordnance Survey Maps are also, as a 
rule, agents for the sale of Geological Publications. 


} 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 

Tue following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
1st January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. =~ Price | No. Place. Price 
EUROPE— 
Denmark: AFRICA— 
2739 | Denmark(Supplement) 1900) 1d. 2742; Somali Coast Protectorate,|_ 
1900-01... one 2d. 
| 
2737 | France .. os --1900) 3d. | AMERICA, NORTH— 
| United States of America: 
German Empire and Colonies: 2752| New Orleans --- 1901) 2d. 
2748 | Estimates of German Em- || 2749) Portland (Maine) ... » | 2d. 
pire for 1902 he: ooo} 1d. | 
2751 | Prussian Estimates for | 
1902-03... 1d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
2745 | Samoa 1901 4d. Brazil: 
572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 2740) Sergipe... ...1900| 1d. 
Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 
573 lementary report on 
nical Instruction and Chile : 
Chemical in 2753} Coquimbo ... 1900} 1d. 
Germany .. w| 1d. 
574 | Prussian Railways 3d. Colombia: Republic of 
2747| Colombia (excepting 
Italy: Panama) .. ...1901| 144. 
2744 | Naples ... 13d. 
and Colonies: ASIA— 
| Portugal ---1900} 1}¢. 
2738) Foochow 1d. 
- @ Russia: 5" 2741/ Ssumao and Mengtse... ,, | 1d. 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement)...1900) 1d. 
2750| 1id. 
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Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No, | Price. 
1 . Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the 
United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 sve 4d. 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 8d. 
3 | Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan ‘relative 
to China and Corea _... 4d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 
the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... woe 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 
ing the system of he gg communication between 
Europe and India through P ie wee ove | 1d. 


COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
t January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 


No, Place. Price, 


346 Northern Nigeria 
347 British Islands 
Lagos 


od | ls. 10d, 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board of 
ss Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increasing 
| demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as 
i it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish this new 
branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recommenda- 
: tions contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee composed not 
i only of representatives of the various Government Departments concerned, 
but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, which was 
appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was requested to 
consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and of dissemi- 
nating among those interested prompt and accurate information upon 
commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, and 
the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become a 
centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it 
is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may be 
addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 
. The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899; its principal officer 
under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
partments of: he Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who recently 
acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into the condition 
and prospects of British trade in certain South American countries. The 
i “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application being made to it, to 
supply information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs; Hacise and 
“ Consumption” duties; Port, Harbour, and Tonnage dues, and other charges on 
Shipping ; Customs Regulations ; Consular Fees ; Forms of Certificates of Origin; 
Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers ; Trading Licenses ; Foreign and 
Colonial Contracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties ; Lists of 
i Firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 
An Inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, and 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through which 
; intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general information is 
f conveyed to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close of 1899, was 
issued monthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly at the price of 1d. 


| ® Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Hl Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 
London, E.C., price 234. 
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